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more1:—a mczzotinto of Mrs. Brooks the actress, (by some strange chance in Sky',) and also a print of Macdonald of Clanranald", with a Latin inscription about the cruelties after the battle of Culloden, which will never be forgotten.
It was a. very wet stormy day ; we were therefore obliged to remain here, it being impossible to cross the sea to Rasay.
I employed a part of the forenoon in writing this Journal. The rest of it was somewhat dreary, from the gloominess of the weather, and the uncertain state which we were in, as we could not tell but it might clear up every hour. Nothing is more painful to the mind than a state of sns-pcnce, especially when it depends upon the weather, concerning which there can bo so little calculation. As Dr. Johnson said of our weariness on the Monday at Aberdeen, 'Sensation is sensation'1;' Corrichatachin, which was last night a hospitable house, was, in my mind, changed to-day into a prison. After dinner I read some of Dr. Macpherson's Dissertations on Hit' Ancient Caledonian^. I was disgusted by the unsatisfactory conjectures as to antiquity, before the days of record. I was happy when tea came. Such, I take it, is the state of those who live in, the country. Meals are wished for from the cravings of vacuity of mind, as well as from the desire of eating. I was hurl: to find even such a temporary feebleness, and that T was so far from being that robust wise man who is sufficient for his own happiness. I
1 'I never was in any house. <>f llie islands, whew I did not find books in more languages than one, if I staid long enough to want them, except one from which the family wan removed.' Johnson's Works, ix. 50. lie is .speaking of ' the. higher rank of the Ilebridiuns,' for on p. fji he says :• -•' The greater part of the islanders make, no use of books,'
" There was a Mrs. lirooks, an actress, the daughter of a Scotchman named Watson, who had forfeited his property by 'going out in the '45.' But according to The Tlifx/ndii J)ic//aiuiiy her first appearance on the stage was in 1786,
3 Hoswel! mentions, post, Oct. 5,' the famous Captain of Clanranald, who Cell at Shcrrif-imiir.'
' See ante, p. 108,
8 By John Mncpherson, D.D.    See past. Sept, 13,
feltter than at the landlord's.' Pioszt Letters, i. 141.
